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MORE SITTINGS WITH MRS. BORDEN 
REPORTED BY “MRS. KATE BASSETT.” 


Cast INSPECTED AND PREPARED FOR PUBLICATION BY 
WaLrtrer FRANKLIN PRINCE 


INTRODUCTION 


Mrs. “ Borden” (pseudonym) is the medium whose work was re- 
ported by Mrs. “Marian W. Spencer” in the Journal, issues of October 
and November, 1922. Since then there have been taken or sent to her 
from the office of this Society a number of persons, further to test her 
powers. Some of these have had, apparently, remarkably good results, 
while with some the results were unsatisfactory, even, in an instance or 
two, of almost entire irrelevancy. Of course this is nothing unusual, 
being true of all evidential mediums of whom I have knowledge. But 
it is an important fact to state and analyze in regard to this one, as 
some of the reports which have been filed were not stenographic ones, 
and their approximation to accuracy depends upon the several 
reporters. 

It may be emphatically said that this difference in surface quality 
is not determined, as might well be suspected, merely by the measure of 
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critical ability possessed by the various sitters and reporters; that is 
to say, the difference is not merely an apparent one, owing to some 
reporting more fully and fairly what was actually said by the medium, 
while others reported with unconscious selection of the “ hits,” and with 
more or less accommodation of the language employed. In several in- 
stances, including Mrs. Spencer and Mrs. Bassett (pseudonyms), the 
witnesses reporting favorably were among the most cautious and criti- 
cal of all, and in more than one instance, the unfavorable reports were 
made by persons comparatively lacking in these qualities of the com- 
petent investigator. As to favorable reports by persons temperament- 
ally and through inexperience and inexpertness unqualified,—I would 
pay no more attention to them than if they had been unfavorable, and 
vice-versa. There is seldom any difficulty whatever in gauging, from 
the content of the written report itself and by a searching interroga- 
tion of the person who wrote it, what degree of respect is to be given 
to it. 

Although satisfied that Mrs. Bassett is cool and cautious by tem- 
perament, was sufficiently versed in the scientific literature of the sub- 
ject before the sittings began to know the precautions which should be 
taken in regard to the sittings themselves and in regard to the report 
of them, and that what she has written represents fairly what was said, 
I would not have it thought that I present her report as evidence of 
the first quality. No record of sittings can be that unless it is steno- 
graphically reported. It is simply the record of an intelligent, edu- 
cated and careful person, who took down all that she could by an 
abbreviated system of longhand, with the endeavor to record the errors 
and hits impartially, and her report as to correspondences and lack of 
correspondences in the external facts. 

When one reads that the medium talked about two hours at the first 
sitting, he would naturally suppose that there must be large and im- 
portant hiatuses in the record. But observation of Mrs. Borden’s meth- 
ods enables me to say that (1) Not being in trance, she often intermits 
the purported messages with irrelevant remarks, and even chat, which, 
being unrelated, can be entirely omitted from the record of the long- 
hand reporter, (2) She often says a thing with a waste of verbiage 
which it is pardonable in a longhand reporter to boil down, though this 
may sometimes result in some slight inaccuracy as to emphasis or shade 
of meaning, and (3) There are frequent pauses while the medium is 
waiting for impressions. 

At the time of Mrs. Bassett’s first sitting she had never met Mrs. 
Borden, and had never heard of her, except that Miss Tubby, of the 
office of the Society, had given her name and address. She wrote for 
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an appointment, and gave, not her own name but that of a friend. A 
week elapsed between the retter and the sitting. If any inquiries had 
been made by the medium in the interval (though to those who know her 
the suggestion is rather amusing) she would naturally have acquired 
information about the wrong person, with great improbability of its 
fitting the right one. But may not the medium have had the sitter 
followed after the first sitting? I have heard such suggestions from 
persons who do not reason out what the suggestions imply. In the first 
place, this theory leaves the results of the first sitting unaccounted for, 
and if these are impressive, it does not seem necessary to seek some 
cause other than that, whatever it was, which operated the first time. 
Again, suppose that some one had followed Mrs. Bassett. He might 
have found a few facts, such as where she lived, within a few hours, but 
this would have been hardly a beginning. If Mrs. Bassett is justified 
in believing that references were made to persons and events of other 
days and different and widely-separated places, it would have taken 
a great deal of detective work at a great deal of expense to have gotten 
together so much information, even could this have been done at all. 
The idea becomes plainly preposterous. Mrs. Bordon has not the 
money to employ a corps of detectives, nor would there be sufficient 
motive even if she had. Besides, there appear to have been statements 
of fact made by the medium, as those apparently roused in a psycho- 
metric way by the handling of covered objects, which could not be ex- 
plained by the assumption that the entire Pinkerton Agency was set to 
work looking the sitter up. 

In response to questions put to her, I learned the following addi- 
tional facts regarding Mrs. Bassett. She is a teacher by profession, 
and has taught in the public schools for many years. I would not have 
picked her out as a teacher; she looked to me more like a mild but com- 
petent housewife, lacking the magisterial demeanor of many teachers. 
She had never gone to any medium before her first visit to Mrs. Borden. 
She took notes liberally, and is very familiar with note-taking in long- 
hand, writes rapidly and leaves out many unimportant words which can 
- afterwards be supplied. She had read enough of the literature of scien- 
tific psychical research so that she realized the importance of taking 
as full notes as possible, and of setting down what was wrong or of 
unintelligible significance as carefully as that which was manifestly 
correct. This she tried to do. 

On September 11, 1923, Mrs. Bassett expressed in a letter her im- 
pressions of Mrs. Borden to date, and gave some further particulars. 

“Your note asks some questions which I will endeavor to answer 
fully. Mrs. Borden and I have become quite friendly, for the following 
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reasons. Having lost her mother, I think she feels drawn towards a 
white-haired woman of my age. I have made it my business to chat a 
little, before and after my sittings, upon topics that bear no relation to 
my affairs. I can see she likes one to be easy and sociable with her, 
She is very outspoken about her own affairs and has fallen into the way 
of asking my advice about matters—saying (rather recently) ‘I want 
to ask your advice, because I love you.’ She is very childlike, unaffected 
and sweet-tempered, neither do I see anything about her that is not 
straightforward. She says she cannot tell any one that she foresees his 
or her death, has not the heart to do so. Neither can she make up a 
message. That if she is not given a message from beyond, she is silent, 
although it is in her power to do otherwise and thus please the sitter. 
To illustrate the character of our chats [ Here follow examples 
of the topics discussed, quite indifferent to the sittings. | 

“During all this time, she has learned nothing about me, as I talk 
in general terms and never even say ‘I do’ so and so. I don’t see how 
she can suspect anything about me. She never plies me with prying 
questions Ten days ago, a friend expressed a desire to go with 
me. I wrote to Mrs. B. inquiring if I might bring a friend. She ac- 
quiesced at once. I warned my friend as to her behavior, that she was 
to be non-committal and without any emotions. The result was all I 
could wish, the visitor was like a clam in its shell! I did not tell her 
what object I was taking, but it was the same quarter taken at first 
sitting, to attract my husband. My object in doing this was to see 
whether my friend would ‘ catch on’ to the resulting clairvoyance and 
any words that might come, and recognize my husband in any way, be- 
cause she was a frequent visitor in our home. Well, the result surprised 
me, because the communicator, evidently my husband, went, almost at 
once, to my friend, expressed pleasure in seeing her, and that she and 
I were still friends. He did this several times, so that my friend was 
drawn into the circle, and when my object was laid aside Mrs. B. asked 
for my friend’s necklace and ring. Then followed descriptions of mem- 
bers of her family, and recent events in her life. Mrs. B. had described 
this friend to me some six weeks ago, when she was ill in a hospital in 
Philadelphia. After we left the house my friend said she thought the 
communicator appeared to be Mr. Bassett, thus discovering it for her- 
self, without any hint from me.” 

Mrs. Bassett wrote me on July 27, 1924: “ She has learned nothing 
from me, for I give nothing, absolutely nothing, away 
may have confidence that I take down everything Mrs. Borden says 
(unless otherwise stated), for I try to follow her closely and do my 
‘ reflecting’ after I return home.” 
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We will now let Mrs. Bassett tell her story. All notes are hers, 


except such as are followed by W. F. P., the initials of the Principal 
Research Officer. 


II. 


Sirtinc or Marcu 29, 1923, 10 ro 12 A.M. 
New York Crry 


As this was my first experience, I had some difficulty in listening, 
watching and writing at the same time. But in the afternoon, I studied 
all the notes aad filled in while the words were fresh in my memory. 
I got many sentences verbatim, as she gave them. I went under an 
assumed name, that of my friend, Miss Watson (pseudonym), giving 
her name and address at the bottom of my letter to Mrs. Borden. 


Note 1. Observe that not only was another name given, as a device 
for concealing her own and yet getting a reply to the application for 
a sitting, but it was also that of a person with another address. Thus 
the clues in the letter were effectually misleading.—W. F. P. 

I did not remove the thick glove on my left hand, thus concealing 
my wedding ring. On my right hand was an opal ring. I wore a hat 
with color. Took with me, wrapped so as to disguise shape and mate- 
rial, two articles. The first presented was a silver quarter my husband 
carried in a pocket by itself, for the three years preceding his death. 
He said he carried it “ for luck,” frequently taking it out, looking at 
it, perhaps showing it to a caller, and replacing it with care. After 
his death, I wore it on my watch chain for a year or more. Before 
wrapping it, I cleaned it with soap, water and silver polish. The 
second article will be described later. 


My husband died December, 1912. 


Mrs. Borden. ‘* When I take this, I get the impression of a man 
who has gone over, who is so glad to see you, so glad you have come. 
He loves you and I get the impression that this man would like to take 
your two hands (psychic stretched out her hands to me) and sit and 
talk a long while. I don’t know whether you are a married woman, but 
this person is so very, very glad to see you. This man did not want to 
go over; he wanted to go back and change something. He had a little 
sensitiveness about a little thing. This article belonged to some one who 


passed over. You are wondering about the hereafter. He is contented 
and happy.” 


Note 2. My husband was very sensitive over small things, also in- 
clined to worry. 
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What is said about his desire to return and change things is pos- 
sible,—he left behind him an afflicted child, about whose future he had 
worried greatly. 

[The reader will have noted by comparison with what Mrs. Bassett 
has told in her introduction, that the reference to a man, the statement 
that the man loved the sitter, the hint that it was her husband, and the 
impression that the object held belonged to a person now dead, are all 
true. It was not affirmed that the person to whom the object belonged 
was the husband, but every particular mentioned is pertinent to him. 


—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “TI hear the name Nora, N-o-r-a.” 


Note 3. That name conveys no meaning to me. [Sometimes, in 
the Spencer sittings with Mrs. Borden, a meaningless first attempt at 
a name or word or phrase underwent changes and developed into a 
name, word or phrase which had relevance and evidential value. One 
example is the meaningless “ Petuana,” which, as though the medium 
now heard it more distinctly, became “ Pet you on your cheek,” which 
the sitter’s husband was accustomed to do. Thus, though I do not urge 
that this is the fact, “ Nora” might be an arrested development, an 
attempt at a word or name of similar sound and with significance for 


the sitter —W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “TI see a blackboard and some one writing on it—this 
man. I feel like a teacher or professor. I see a man trying to instruct. 
Then he writes from Poe’s Raven, *‘ Quoth the raven, ** Nevermore ”’ on 


the blackboard.” 


Note 4. This meant nothing to me. But while riding home on the 
bus, it suddenly came to me that my husband used to quote that line, 
every now and then. He also frequently referred to the Principal of 
the Albany Academy, “ Pop Antony,” as the boys called him. Perhaps 
Pop Antony quoted Poe on the blackboard. 

[So in the Spencer sittings lines were given which the husband used 
to quote or be fond of. What is said about Pop Antony is, of course, 
only a conjecture, but it is a very possible one, if spirit communications 
are a fact. In that case, it is probable that such communication is of 
the nature of telepathy,—that is to say, the thoughts of the spirit, 
through some near proximity, get into the consciousness of the medium. 
And if this takes place, it would psychologically imply the likelihood 
that marginal associations,thoughts suggested by the thoughts that the 
spirit was trying to get through (somewhat after the manner of the 
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agent in experimental telepathy between the living) should sometimes 
get through also without intention. Often the result would be an 
allusion not recognized by the sitter. 

But let us return for a moment to “ Nora.” I have already men- 
tioned the fact that Mrs. Borden’s meaningless names not infrequently 
resemble, and sometimes are by her changed to names with significance 
to the sitter by a process of gradual approximation. When this goes 
on without assistance by the sitter, the final step is exactly as evidential 
as though the result had been gotten at the very first attempt, and 
besides, it may throw light upon the process involved. I have intimated 
that this process may be at bottom telepathy from the dead, but it 
often, as in the case of Mrs. Borden, takes a quasi-auditory form. It 
is as if she were listening to a voice over the telephone and gradually 
making out an obscure word. Now there is a possibility that we have 
a key to what was aimed at in the hypothetically misunderstood word 
“Nora.” Suppose that the attempt made was to get “ Poe—Raven ;” 
the first word and the accented first syllable of the second would ap- 
proximate in sound “ Nora ” as much as the word which the person at 
a telephone thinks is said approximates the word actually uttered, oft- 


times. I do not put forth this suggestion with any confidence, but it is 
just possibly a correct one.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “Aman who passed over, was very thin, his face and neck 
thin, he was wasted, he suffered. He was a little above medium height, 
and between 50 and 60 years of age.” 


Note 5. My husband’s youngest brother died here, Feb., 1923. He 
was 65 years of age, but looked younger when well. He suffered, face 
and neck wasted, body became emaciated. I saw him thus, several times, 
We were very friendly. He was of good height. 


Mrs. B. “TIsee an instructor at the board and again I see ‘Never- 
more.” I feel as if drops of water were falling from this package, and 
running down my finger. I feel cold and icy. That is very strange.” 


Note 6. The quarter was cleaned on the previous night. [With 
water and soap. See page 589.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “ When I received your letter, a girl of about 16 to 18 
walked through my apartment. She was pretty and always smiling, 
sweet and dainty. She walked about from room to room, looked so 
happy, looked at your letter and was glad to see it. But she did not 
talk—that was strange. I spoke to her, but she only smiled.” 
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Note 7. My husband’s first wife was my cousin. A daughter was 
born to them in 1873. Either through injury at birth or a subsequent 
fall, the child was so injured that she was seriously handicapped, phy- 
sically and mentally. Partial paralysis of the left side affected the leg 
and hand, paralysis of the throat muscles made her speech difficult to 
understand, hence she disliked talking to strangers. Her mind was by 
inheritance a very bright one, her figure graceful, but of course affected 
by her disabilities. She had pretty features and hair and a sweet ex- 
pression. Her mother died in 1896, and some years after that I married 
this girl’s father, and cared for her until 1915, when she died, outliving 
her father by three years. Her mind was always affected in certain 
ways, so that we could not educate her beyond a certain point, and her 
naturally affectionate nature lay dormant until a year before her death. 
During that last year of her life, her love for her departed parents and 
for me woke up as her body weakened, and she was constantly express- 
ing her affection. When Mrs. B. described her, I recognized her in an 
instant. Kitty was 41 when she passed over, but mentally appeared as 
if but 18 years of age. The friends to whom I have read ‘hese notes 
all recognize Kitty, before I have read far, and voluntarily exclaim: 
“ That is Kitty.” 

[Psychologists know that there are many cases of persons of ar- 
rested mental development who look far younger than their years. 


The identification is much strengthened by details in later sittings.— 
W. F. P.] : 


Mrs. B. “TI see a musician, and hear an organ. He plays on it in 
a beautiful church. He meditates. I hear the first chapter of St. John. 
This person is in a helpless condition. He is sitting in church and I 
hear the organ. I hear the first chapter of St. John, ‘I am the voice’ 
(the psychic hesitates, as though getting the verse, not repeating tt 
glibly as by memory). ‘I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness 
(pause here) make straight the way of the Lord.’ ” 


Note 8. I felt instantly that was the Rev. James Schenck (pseu- 
donym), who with his wife had been dear friends of mine for years. He 
died with tuberculosis, was indeed “ helpless,”’ towards the last. He was 
a fine musician, preferring the organ, and his wife has told me since this 
sitting—on April 9th—that he was at one time organist of a fine 
church in Philadelphia. Being afflicted with consumption, he was given 
a small church at L , New York, where many of his flock had the 
same disease. He ministered to his people, with all his failing strength, 
until the end. But with his brilliant mind and social nature he felt 
lonely and shut-in, in those hills of L , far from the cultured 
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minds of his friends in the city. As the verse was repeated, it brought 
conviction straight to my mind and heart ; “ in the wilderness ” he made 
“straight,” etc. His wife also feels this reference to be evidential. He 
was in a helpless condition for months before his death. He had 
become interested in psychical research before his death. 

[The identification of Mr. Schenck, also, becomes strengthened as 
we proceed. 

Mrs. Bassett writes, July 28, 1923: 

“Kitty, my step-daughter, heard me talk about the Rev. James 
Schenck, as I was in correspondence with him and helping him in his 
work, for some time before she died. Could she have been the means of 
bringing him on the scene so early, following herself? I made the trip 
to L one cold night in March, 1917, to attend his funeral, and 
stayed with his wife for four days, writing all the letters so necessary 
at such times. The wife and I are close friends. All of which would 
account for his appearance in the midst of the family group.”— 


W. F. P.] 





Mrs. B. “TI see a fire in a house in a town. The house is on a 
corner; it is well burned, but part left.” 


Note 9. I have experienced several fires, but the outstanding event 
of my early youth was the Chicago fire of 1871, when my home, stand- 
ing on a corner, was burned, the foundations alone remaining. No 
more vivid recollection have I than of that fire; and it changed the 
whole life of my family, being a marked event for all of us, here and 
there. 


Mrs. B. “TIsee a store, a bald-headed stout man selling something 
behind the counter.” 


Note 10. YI cannot make anything out of this. 

[ But later, Sept. 12, 1923, Mrs. Bassett wrote.] Of those relatives 
who have passed on, the only ones likely to refer to that fire would be 
my parents. That event ruined my father’s business, and we left Chi- 
cago. The reference immediately following is to a “ bald-headed, stout 
man selling something behind a counter.” I remarked that I could not 
place this. I know of no such man in my later years, who was in any 
way related to, or known by, anyone communicating. 

This week, however, in talking with my sister, eleven years my 
senior, whose recollections of Chicago days are more vivid than mine, 
she asked if I remembered a Mr. Mitchell, who for years before the fire, 
and for years afterwards, was salesman in the foremost church book- 
store in Chicago. Yes, I recalled him and the fact of this position 
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-“ behind a counter.” At once I asked: “ Was he not bald and stout?” 
She replied that he was. 

He was a frequent and intimate caller at our home for years, and 
we were often purchasers at the store. What impressed his personality 
particularly on my youthful memory was the fact that at the time of 
the fire he plunged in Lake Michigan to escape from the flames, and 
stood there for hours, ducking his head under water, but even so, his 
eyelashes and eyebrows were singed. The next time I saw hin, his 
appearance was startling. You observe that he had no hair to be 
burned off. 

My father and mother both appear to be described later in that 
sitting, hence I judge it was they who brought up the memory of the 
fire, as one that would be at once recognized by me. It is equally plau- 
sible that this incident in connection with Mr. Mitchell and the fire 
would be one impressed on the minds of my parents, and that they 
would be likely to refer to it, hoping I too would recall it, and thus 
recognize the bald stout salesman, whom I saw so often at that time. 

























































Mrs. B. “1am posing you as in a picture. A medical man is ex- 
amining you, stout and dark, holding your head up, as though exam- 
ining your face and eyes.” 

Note 11. <A year ago, a dark M.D., not specially stout, held my 


head, examining my nose. I do not think I require new lenses. The 
M.D. is living. [See Note 18. ] 


Mrs. B. “Do you know anyone in your family who had a para- 
lytic stroke? ” 


Note lla. I said “ No,” forgetting that my husband had a stroke 
six weeks before his death. 


Mrs. B. “TI get such a pricking sensation from this package (con- 
taining the quarter.) Has it a pin to prick me? (I answered, ‘ No.’) 
I get the idea of force, a strong force, that would push out and make 
itself felt. I feel that from this package.” 


Note 12. She referred again later to this pricking sensation. My 
husband was an excessively nervous, high-strung man. When a young 
man he could give off a spark or snap from his fingertip, if he shuffled 
across the floor. He was very energetic, went into everything with his 
whole heart and soul,—no half-way measures with him! 


Mrs. B. “Isee Dr. Prince pondering over something he has heard 
—pondering deeply.” 
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Note 13. This would be true of almost every day in the year, and 
was likely to be true and is therefore not evidential—W. F. P. 


Mrs. B. “Some one likes this article in this package, studies it, 
handles it with care.” 


Note 14. That was true, as I have previously written. [See 
page 589. | 


Mrs. B. “Have you ever carried this dangling on your waist? 
Right here (indicating the point correctly).” 

Sitter. ‘Yes, at one time.” (Psychic looks pleased, says, “I 
thought so.”’) 


Note 15. On my watch chain, for a year. 


Mrs. B. “TI see a star on my hand, under this package. Isn’t 
that strange!” 


Note 16. There are stars on the quarter. 


Mrs. B. “Do you belong to a secret society? ” 

Sitter. ‘“ No.” 

Mrs. B. “There is a strong Masonic influence around you, pro- 
tecting you, watching over you, a protecting influence, they want to 
help you.” 


Note 17. Mr. Bassett was an active Mason. Mr. B.’s brother 
was a Mason and a Shriner, died 1909. I knew him well. The Doctor 
who worked over me for two years after my fall was a Mason. He 
died in 1921. We became strong friends. The organist of my hus- 
band’s lodge was an intimate friend of our family. He outlived Mr. B., 
became blind. I read to him and visited him. He died in 1916. I also 
knew intimately two other Doctors who were Masons; one died in 
1908, the other in 1913. 


Mrs. B. “TI see that doctor examining your eyes. I feel that you 
should go and have your eyes examined for new lenses. I see a big 
bunch of flowers. (Easter was at hand.) 

“T seem to see water rushing by, a river, as if I were going on a 
trip. I see water. Don’t know whether I am on a boat or not.” 


Note 18. I make nothing of this, as yet. 
[From letter, by Mrs. Bassett, written June 28, 1923.] But, early 
in June, I went to an optician to have my gold nose-piece cleaned, and 
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the optician informed me that my lenses were badly scratched, and that 
I should have them ground down, or be examined for new lenses. I am 
giving this for whatever it may be worth. 


Mrs. B. “Some one from beyond would like to change your envi- 
ronment, is worried about it, would like to change it.” 


Note 19. My living quarters are very comfortable. But my schoo] 
environment is unsanitary and noisy. 
trying. 



























Things have occurred that were 
£ 


Mrs. B. 
Sitter. 


” 


*T hear the name John. 
“e No.”’ 
Mrs. B. “ He must have thought a lot of you. He talks and ad- 
vises you. Be cheerful; don’t let anything interfere with your work. 
My heart calls to you. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad.” 


Can you place that name? 


Note 20. Several days later I recalled two Johns. One was our 
family dentist, and intimate friend. The other our first osteopathic 
doctor, also an intimate friend of the family. Both have gone. 

[So the reference was relevant enough. But the Johns are too 
plentiful for the name to carry weight.—-W. F. P.]| 


Mrs. B. “There is a mature woman’s influence about you. 
and use your intelligence, my dear. Do not let individuals influence 
you. You have great powers and could influence others and do great 
things, but you hold back. Now don’t do that. You could write maga- 
zine articles,—trv it. 
impressions. 


i r Vv 


And sit daily for a time and relax, to receive 
Be receptive. Try automatic writing. Some one wants 
to use you. Have you had an accident in your family? An automobile 
accident ? ” 


Sitter. “ No.” 

Mrs. B. “Well perhaps not an automobile accident, but some 
other accident? ” 

Sitter. “No.” 

Note 21. Here I must confess. I had become dazed by the quan- 


tity of allusions to my family and family affairs. My mind was linger- 
ing on the previous notes, and I did not fully grasp Mrs. B.’s question, 
otherwise I would not have replied so stupidly. In the evening, when 
reading my notes, I realized I had told an untruth. For my father was 
killed by falling from his horse, and one of my nephews by a blow from 
a falling telegraph pole. 
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Mrs. B. “I see a young man, very fond of singing, lively, jolly, 
ready for a good time, tall, good-looking, always happy. Have you a 
nephew like that? ” 

Sitter. (Thinking of my living nephews.) ‘* Not exactly, as you 
describe him.” 


Note 22. Later I recalled that the nephew killed by the pole was 
exactly as described, in his childish days when I was with him. Have 
written to his father to ascertain about his characteristics when a 
grownman. April 9. Letter just received. Richard as a young man. 
“He was tall, good-looking, had a cheerful temperament, distinctly 
optimistic and social. Would often sing around the house while at 
work (or hum), a lover of athletic sports, rarely glum, made many firm 
friends.” 


Mrs. B. “I see some one posing with the right hand on the breast.” 


Note 23. It seems to me my mother did this at times, but I am not 
sure. April 9. My older sister cannot recall this mannerism. 


Mrs. B. “TI see a woman, younger than you, much around you, 
pulling out drawers and dresses, as though preparing to pack and take 
a journey.” 


Note 24. ‘“ Miss Watson” [the person whose name Mrs. Bassett 
assumed in her dealings with the psychic], my junior, is intending to 
go away for the summer. She is often with me. 


Mrs. B. “I see a woman in black, in an old-fashioned picture, the 
hair brought down smoothly on the temples. She wears a tight waist 
and a white collar. I notice particularly the white collar.” (Psychic 
passed her hand over her brow and waist, indicating the correct lines.) 


Note 25, On returning to my room, I looked up two pictures of 
my mother. She wore her hair smoothly on her brow and temples. Her 
waists were black and fitted by darts. In one picture she wore a white 
ruching. In the other, a strip of tulle folded and laid around her neck, 
crossing in front and tucked into her waist front. This latter arrange- 
ment made a marked display of white around her neck. 


Mrs. B. “I see a young woman, in great grief, crying. I don’t 
know whether passed over or here. Slim, boyish form, fluffy hair, 
heart-broken in excessive grief over a love-letter. There seems to be a 
young man in it; it might be her husband.” 
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Note 26. I thought of Mrs. Schenck, widow of the musician men- 
tioned earlier. The description answers to her appearance. She has 
her husband’s love-letters. She called on me a week after the sitting, 
and I asked if she ever read them over. She replied she did, about four 
times a year, since Mr. S. died. I drew from her the confession that 
she was always greatly affected by grief while so doing. The last 
occasion was during Christmas week. 


Mrs. B. “TI see an influence about you, of schools. I see a lady 
on a platform, lecturing, a lady about 40 years of age. I see instruc- 
tion of all kinds. I am in touch with professional people, with schools 
and colleges and all kinds of instruction.” 


Note 27. I have taught classes in the public schools for 
23 years. Before that I had my own private school. Am a graduate 
of a college. My sister, also a college graduate, has taught older 
children and women, privately and in schools, having been Principal of 
two schools, and lecturing therein, at times. My sister and I have 
taught Sunday School classes. We have had as friends—ministers, 
doctors, professors of various sciences and branches of instruction. 
My brother is a college graduate, and prominent, at one time, as a min- 
ing engineer. My three nephews were college graduates, also one niece. 

[Here what was evidently a little chat, without any claim to relate 
to messages, is omitted. ] 





Mrs. B. “T feel as if I wanted to make you comfortable, make 
you easy and put your feet on a stool.” 


Note 28. Those whom I meet here, are always trying to make me 
* comfortable,” and so many people offer me a “ stool,” which I can- 
not well use. [The meaning is that she is too short.—W. F. P.] I 
wonder if my friends over there are putting this idea into the minds 


of folks here. 


Mrs. B. “TI get a professional influence about you, schools, col- 
leges, and teaching.” 


Note 29. Here it is again. They say one can always spot 4 
teacher, so no wonder [I have already stated that I did not spot her 
as a teacher, and I was hardly able to believe that she was one.—W. 
F. P.] Mrs. B. is impressed by the professional people in the family 
history. 

(Just here I handed Mrs. B. a seal which had been taken out of its 
gold setting as a ring. It was so wrapped as to appear larger and of 
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a different shape. On the stone is a falcon, crossed arrows, and the 
initial “ B.” [This letter is substituted for the real one.—W. F. P.] 
It is the family crest of the Bassetts. And note the history of the ring. 
My husband’s mother had this crest copied on four red stones, and each 
stone set in a ring, one ring for each of her four sons. The psychic 
took the seal, retaining the quarter in her lap.) 


Mrs. B. “My attention is called to a pin, important to the party.” 


Note 30. Does this refer to my husband’s Grand Army pin, which 
he valued highly? As he failed in health, he fussed more over that pin, 
changing it to whatever suit he wore, if only for a half hour. I changed 
that pin around for him, times without number, in 12 months. It almost 
seems as though he missed it in the collection which I had brought. 


Mrs. B. “Do they go together? Belonging to the same party? ” 
(Referring to the objects in the two packages.) 

Sitter. “Yes.” 

Mrs. B. “TI see a round picture, a picture in a round frame, in 
this other package. Is there one there? ” 

Sitter. “No.” 


Note 31. ‘Thinking she meant a small framed photo, I answered 
“No,” not realizing till later that the round edge of the quarter 
framed the American Eagle and the head of Liberty. 

[Mrs. Bassett told me that the psychic held up the packages in 
turn as she spoke of them, so that there was no question to which she 
referred. When she talked of the “ picture,” she held up that con- 
taining the quarter.—-W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “This package (referring to the one containing the seal 
crest) gives me a feeling of reverence and respect. 

“T see a young man. He says: ‘I am very sorry for what I did. 
I would apologize to you and tell you how much I love you. I grieve 
over something that happened. Please forgive me.’ ” 


Note 32. This reference points to but one thing, as far as I can 
recall. My husband and I had some trouble before marriage, which 
both were to blame for, and both were sorry. We never spoke of it to 
anyone. This is very touching. 

[The most that can be said for this, evidentially, is that it fitted 
a man who loved the sitter and who had been to blame, though the sitter 
generously takes part of the blame upon herself, for something which 
caused trouble between the two long ago. The evidential value cannot 
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be great, since the great majority of men could make the same con- 
fession. But a letter written by Mrs. Bassett later says the matter 
referred to “was a marked incident in our lives.” This statement 
emphasizes the fitness of the illusion —W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “TI see a lady wearing old-fashioned black silk lace mitts, 
without fingers. Her hand is placed over this package [the one con- 
taining the seal crest|. She smiles and looks pleased.” 


Note 33, Is this Mrs. Bassett, Senior, who had the four rings 
made? Those mitts were worn in her day. I was acquainted with her. 


Mrs. B. “I hear names 





Ella Louise and Annie. That is a 
strange name—Ella Louise.” 


Note 34. I have two sisters, Annie who died before I was born; 
and Louise who died one month after my birth. My mother always 
spoke of them as “ Little Louise and Annie.” Might not “ Little” 
come through as “ Ella? ” 


Mrs. B. “ There is a literary suggestion around you. I see books 
and magazines. You make yourself comfortable and sit down to read.” 


Note 35. The statement is correct in all details. Books, papers, 
lamp and easy-chair. 


Mrs. B. “Isee that young girl here. She is dainty, sweet, pretty. 
But she never talks. That seems strange; she just smiles. She sings 
as she goes around, sings low, hums, all the time.” 


Note 36. Kitty did sing, just as described. She had no voice of 
any value, no ear for music. She made up tunes as she went along, 
without regard for trained ears. We all teased her about this habit. 


Mrs. B. “She gives me the feeling she is dainty, well-educated, 
not accustomed to the rough side of life.” 


Note 37. Kitty had a very bright mind, a remarkable memory for 
dates, and events. I found it impossible, however, owing to her mental 
injuries, to teach her the simplest processes in arithmetic or grammar. 
Nothing satisfactory was done in geography or history, yet it was 
always evident that had she been normal, she would have proved pro- 
ficient in all these studies. Her parents always shielded her from the 
“ rough side of life ” in every possible way, on account of her affliction. 


Mrs. B. “There is an unsettled condition around you. You 
ponder and sometimes cannot make head or tail out of anything.” 
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Note 38. Quite true. I can make no definite plans, having an 
older sister in a very poor state of health. 


Mrs. B. “TI hear ‘ Mrs. Lewis.’ ” 


Note 39. The following facts come back to me, after puzzling 
over this name, “‘ Mrs. Lewis,” for some days. For a number of vears 
the Bassetts had as a pleasant neighbor a Mrs. Lewis. She took much 
interest in Kitty, and I knew her quite well. Kitty and I corresponded 
with her until she was too feeble to write. She died about 1917. 

[Here Mrs. B. asked me to give her something I was wearing— 
my watch-chain. But I handed her my opal ring. Very quickly came 
as follows. | 


Mrs. B. “TI see a girl, tall and slender, standing and looking at 
you. She reaches out to you, she wants you, she loves you. She is 
pulled down on one side, hair parted in middle.” (Psychic lowers one 
shoulder and arm, and doubles up leg on same side.) 

Sitter. ‘* Which side is dragged down? ” 

Mrs. B. “TI cannot tell, but she is very much dragged down. 
Dragged way down.” 


Note 40. The history of the ring is this. I had, as an heirloom, 
a pin, containing two opals and one turquoise. I had one opal set for 
myself, the other in a bar-pin for my niece, Margaret. She was formed 
as described, tall, graceful, dark, like an Indian girl. She developed a 
cancer, which necessitated an extensive operation on one side of the 
breast and arm. The arm never recovered its usual strength. 

April 13th. A letter received from her father states that she was 
not physically “ dragged down” after the operation,—not bent over. 
My conjecture is that the expression “ dragged down” is symbolic, 
since soon after the operation the disease progressed and in a years’ 
time dragged her down to the grave. 


Mrs. B. “YT see a man with brown eyes, with glasses, a profes- 
sional man. I hear the name of Dorothy.” 


Note 41, This might be the osteopathic doctor who worked over 
me for two years after my accident, except that he had dark-blue eyes. 
He had a favorite patient and friend named Dorothy, whom I have met 
frequently. I-know no other Dorothy. 

[The doctor is dead, as stated in Note 17. Of course the identifi- 
cation is slight and doubtful. What little value it has is in the mention 
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of the only Dorothy of Mrs. Bassett’s acquaintance with him.— 


W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “ Have you lived long in New York? ” 
Sitter. ‘“‘ Yes, for some years.” 
Mrs. B. “You will go out of it to live.” 


Note 42. For some time I have been planning to leave the city 
after retirement. 


Mrs. B. “There is something you are interested in. Be careful, 
it is fraught with danger. Go slow.” 


Note 43. Is this a warning about psychical research? 

[There is no evidence that it is; the warning could apply to many 
things. There is just this to be said in favor of the conjecture; Mrs. 
Bassett has become very much interested in psychical research, and it 
is a species of inquiry peculiarly fraught with danger to the balance of 
judgment and to the maintenance of common-sense, when not pursued 
with caution, keeping the intellect ever to the fore. The advice was 
therefore good advice, and is precisely such as I am accustomed to give 
to beginners in psychical research. I do not think that Mrs. Bassett is 
one of those likely to lose her head and become indiscriminating and 
credulous, nevertheless the advice remains good.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “ Were you born with a veil over your eyes? ” 

Sitter. “ Not that I ever heard of.” 

Mrs. B. “Have you a condition in the small of your back, that 
bothers you, makes you want to straighten up, makes you feel stiff? 
It might be lumbago.” 


Sitter. ‘* Sometimes I do feel that way.” 


Note 44. Adhesions, dating from the time I wore a cast, when my 
leg was broken. Frequently I feel as described. I rise and stretch. 
The psychic rose and gave me a bending exercise to illustrate what 
would be good for me. Who thought of this—the psychic or the 
* doctor? ” 


. . r 99 
Mrs. B. “ Have you any ancestors that lived in New England? 


Note 45. While I am very thankful for my good ancestry, I have 
never shown any ability to retain genealogical data. My mother and 
sister have traced out the family tree, giving names, dates and relation- 
ships, but, alas! very quickly the facts become hazy in my mind. I 
cannot bring up tnat information when needed. When the psychic 
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questioned me, I was stricken with the conviction that I did not know 
all I ought to know in reply. I recalled that one man by the name of 
[One of the great Massachusetts names.—W. F. P.], my 
mother’s maiden name, founded —-———— Academy, in , Mass., 
and beyond that my mind was blank. Between my desire not to give 
the psychic information and the realization that I had little to give, 
I took refuge in what might be called an untruth—what my departed 
parents think of me I don’t know! 
Sitter. “ Not that I know of. How far back do you mean?” 





Mrs. B. “Oh, way back—great-grandparents, great-uncles, etc.” 


Note 46. That finished my confusion and I hoped her mind would 
wander to other topics. However, that evening I wrote to my sister, 
who keeps our ancestors on the top layer of her conscious mind, and the 
following are the chief facts that apply to the question under con- 
sideration. My mother was descended from a certain —————— who 
came over from England in 1630, and settled at Salem, Massachusetts. 
Among his descendants were men who founded New England Academies. 
Another was Mayor of Boston. Others were prominent ministers of 
the gospel. Phillips Brooks and Wendell Phillips were of that family. 


The line can be traced right down to my mother, and all were New 
Englanders. 


Mrs. B. “Tsee a girl grieving and she kisses your tears away. She 
isnear you, and if you are blue, she comes and tries to comfort you.” 


Note 47. I can make nothing out of this, unless it is Kitty again. 


Mrs. B. “ There is a dropsical woman present, much swollen.” 


Note 48. My cousin, the first Mrs. Bassett, had dropsy, and I 
assisted in caring for her. She and Kitty would naturally be together. 


Mrs. B. ‘Some one has passed over with pneumonia.” 


Note 49. My mother had pneumonia and died in January, 1890. 


Mrs. B. “I see a man, elderly, a man’s face. He wears a beard, 
a thick one, it comes down on his chest to here [indicating]. Your face 
fades away and his face comes in front of yours.” 


Note 50. This could be my father. He had a heavy beard, down 
to the point indicated by the psychic—a very noticeable one. 

I confess that meeting what seemed to be allusions to’so many of 
those who have gone over gave me a dazed feeling. So much had been 
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compressed into the time of the sitting, so much more than I looked for! 
It was a relief to pass out into the fresh air and do some quiet thinking, 

[To this note may be appended the pertinent part of a letter by 
Mrs. Bassett, written on March 30th, restating the precautions she 
took, and summing up the most important incidents of the sitting. — 
W. F. P.] 

“TI took with me, wrapped separately and as per instructions you 
sent me, a quarter which my husband carried in a certain pocket for 
about three or four years, and his seal ring. . . . I gave the quarter 
first, and immediately (apparently) my husband appeared in contact, 
soon referring to a marked incident in our lives, and then giving a 
quotation which meant nothing to me until I remembered (three hours 
later) that he was rather fond of giving it. Then my brother-in-law 
(husband’s brother), very recently deceased, was described in appear- 
ance as I last saw him. Mrs. B. described a young woman who 
visited her (in spirit) the day she received my letter, and remained all 
day, and presently came as we sat there. The description, habits and 
in particular one peculiarity (which I had not thought of for years) 
tallied exactly with those of my step-daughter, who passed over in 1915, 
three years after her father. I must say I was struck with these details, 
Then came the husband of the New York friend, remarkably (to me) 
identified by profession and Bible quotation. My mother (died 1890) 
apparently was described, as seen in her picture on my wall. A man’s 
face, with a beard, like my father’s as to length and heaviness, appeared 
on my face, blotting me out in Mrs. B.’s eyes for some moments. 

“T was very cautious about not divulging any information about 
myself, and went there as ‘ Miss Watson,’ using that name because 
I directed Mrs. B. to reply to my letter—as to a ‘ Miss Watson’ at 
her address. I could not have the letter come to this house, under an 
assumed name-——no one would have kept it for me. <A reference came 
to a woman ‘much around’ me who was packing to go away. ‘ Miss 
Watson’ is planning for the summer. 

“Mrs. B. saw the shape of the quarter and felt a ‘ star’ in her 
hand, and said the two wrapped packages belonged together to the 
same person. Then she asked for something I was wearing and I gave 
her my opal ring, and immediately my deceased niece (to whom I gave 
my opal’s mate), appeared and was described, especially as she was i 
appearance after the operation a year before her death. There were 
some ‘ misses,’ of course, among all these ‘ hits,’ as if some personalities 
not concerned had flitted by. My course of reading in preparation for 
all this stood me in good stead. I found myself recognizing the same 
peculiarities and confusions as in the sittings by Dr. Hyslop, etc.” 
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ITI. 


Srconp SitTtinc, JuNE 2, 1923. 


I (Kate Bassett) went to Mrs. Borden, in the interests of Mrs. 
James Schenck, the widow of Rev. J. Schenck; who died from tubercu: 
losis in L—————, N. Y., 1917. He had previously communicated, 
during my first sitting with Mrs. Borden, in March, 1923. [See 
page 592.] On this last occasion I took with me the fountain pen he had 
used to write all his sermons, also carried a letter he had written to me 
three months before his death. The pen was wrapped, as unrecogni- 
zable, the letter was put in a plain envelope, sealed, and was not 
disguised. 

I first handed the pen to Mrs. B. 


Mrs. B. “TI see a woman’s influence,—all things in a whirl. She 
goes from one thing to another, she runs to and fro, hurries up to get 
from one place to another. A beautiful girl, sitting, hands in lap, in 
a white dress. She is very pretty. About sixteen years old. This is 
a picture of her.” 


Note 51. Mrs. S. came to see me on June 9th, and I went over this 
record with her, in some cases reading the record first to her, at other 
times drawing her out to give facts before reading the record. She 
told me that from about fifteen to twenty-two years of age she was very 
gay, flying about as described above. Had her picture taken frequently 
in white. With those facts her husband was of course acquainted. She 
was a very pretty girl, and she is pretty still. 


Mrs. B. “Now she seems to be secluded and alone, everything 
quiet. She is very sweet.” 

Note 52, During a couple of years, following the above gayety, 
she was in poor health, necessitating quiet and complete rest. 

Mrs. B. “I see a woman in silk gown, a flowered design.” 


Note 53. Mrs. S.’s mother, who passed over, several years before 
her husband, was very fond of flowered designs in silk and cotton gowns, 


Mrs. B. “ Another comes to me and fixes a necklace around my 
throat, calling attention to it.” 


Note 53a, A friend and relative of Mrs. Schenck gave her a neck- 
lace, which Mrs. S. wore at times for years—is wearing it now. Mr. S. 
saw her wear it. The relative who gave it is still living. 
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Mrs. B. “TI see a business office, a man sitting at the desk and 
thinking something over. He is interested in your affairs. (Medium 
turned to sitter here.) There is a gate in the office.” 


Note 54. On June 9th, I went down to the office of the American 
Society for Psychical Research, to go over my record of the first sitting 
with Mrs. B. which took place in March. Dr. Prince sat at his desk, 
and looked at my report. I found that I had to pass through a gate 
in the office. It would appear that Mrs. B. had seen the occurrence she 
described before my visit to the office. I had never been there before, 
and knew nothing about a gate. 

[If the reference was to the office of the A.S.P.R., it is unevidential 
for two reasons. First, Mrs. Borden knew that some sitters were sent 
to her by persons connected with the office, and, secondly, while I think 
she had not been in the office we were occupying at the time, she had 
been in the former office in the same building, and there was a gate in 
that one also. This by no means necessarily nor probably implies that 
Mrs. B. was practicing an imposition or that she even knew to what 
office she referred. It may have been that a little earlier she wondered 
if Mrs. Bassett had been sent by some one in the office of the A.S.P.R., 
and that this resulted, automatically, in the imagery. If this was not 
the process, still the statement of Mrs. B. would not probably imply 
prediction. I had already seen the report of the first sitting, studied 
it and become “ interested ” in Mrs. Bassett’s “ affairs,” so far as they 
had to do with these experiments. Besides, the description is too like 
that of an ordinary business office to count.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “I see Lord & Taylor’s store and Altman’s. I seem to 
cross over from the Waldorf to the opposite side.” 


Note 55. This means nothing to either Mrs. S. or myself. 


Mrs. B. “TI see a form vaguely, some one is trying to reach you 
and cannot.” (Here I handed Mrs, B. the letter.) 
“T hear Martha.” 


Note 56. On reading this name to Mrs. Schenck, she said at once: 
“ Martha was a young girl who waited on my mother during her last 
illness. She became part of our family, she was much loved by us all. 
She was devoted to my husband, cooking dainties for him and waiting 
on him. Later on, she was to be mafried and wanted my husband to 
marry her, but he was by that time too ill to do so. He, however, made 
out the necessary papers. Martha was married on a Wednesday, and 
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my husband died on the next Sunday. The bridal couple had supper 


at our home—the rectory. Martha died a year later.” 


Mrs. B. “TIseem to hear ‘ arrested.’ Some one sings, ‘ Jesus, lover 
of my soul.’ ” 


Note 57. Neither Mrs. S. nor I can make anything definite out 
of the above. 

[Of course this is not the same as saying that it has no meaning. 
There could have been some relevancy forgotten by Mrs. Schenck. Or 
it might have been, if the clergyman be supposed to back of it, that his 
memories went back to the period before his death, when his life-work 
seemed to be almost “ arrested” and he knew that it soon was to be 
stopped entirely. The lines which follow that quoted :— 


“Let me to thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer billows roll,” etc., 


would have been peculiarly congenial to a devout man, victim of a 
mortal disease while in his prime, and may have been often in his 
thoughts. These remarks are merely to warn the student that it is 
unreasonable to assume that what cannot be proved is therefore not 
true, and that what is not intelligible is therefore without meaning in 
fact. I lately received the record of a mediumistic sitting made by a 
living clergyman, with his notes thereon. One remark by him was 
wholly unintelligible to me, but he was able to explain it so that its 
meaning was apparent. If a living man is not always able to express 
a fact so that his meaning is intelligible, it ought not to be expected 
that a spirit should, when embarassed by the difficulties of pushing, so 
to speak, his thoughts through an alien consciousness, always be suc- 
cessful in making his meaning understood. This is true, even on the 
theory that all the facts which get through were intended to be given, 
and still more emphatically so if, as is probably the case, some mar- 
ginal and associated thoughts of the spirit telepathically impinge upon 
the consciousness of the medium—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “TI see a beautiful spiritual influence.” 


Note 58, The above would certainly describe the Rev. Mr. Schenck. 


Mrs. B. “There is a hesitation about taking this article (Medium 
holds up pen). A hand stretches out toward it and hesitates, as if it 
had no right to it.” 


Note 59, This seemed strange, until the widow stated that her 
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husband disliked writing sermons; he usually waited till Saturday to 
write them, and often preached extemporaneously, rather than use a 
pen. 




























Mrs. B. “ George Walker comes.” 


Note 60. We cannot identify George. [Mr. Schenck’s middle name 
was George, but “ Walker ” did not belong to the name. See note 132. 


—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “I see a man, hair parted, raised and fluffy on one side. 
His clothes are worn loose and he has a moustache.” 


Note 61. The first sentence describes Mr. Schenck’s hair as a 
young man. There was a picture taken of Mr. S. before marriage, in 
which he wore a Vandyke beard and a moustache. His friends and wife 
always joked him about this picture, because it made him appear older 
than he was. His clothes were worn loose. [But the beard was not 


mentioned by the psychic.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “Tam now going back some years.” 
Note 62. This refers to the date of the picture. 
Mrs. B. “TI see a uniform, perhaps a G. A. R. uniform, but not 


on the man.” 


Note 63. This does not refer to anyone Mrs. S. knows. My 
husband was a Grand Army man. 


Mrs. B. “TI see a professional man, a man wearing a long black 
gown, a brilliant speaker. I see a gavel in his hand which he holds as 
he talks. A medium build, with thin neck. Studious, and a deep thinker. 
There seems to be a square yoke in the black gown.” 


Note 64. This would describe Rev. Mr. Schenck in his Lutheran 
gown, his physical appearance being as described, and he was brilliant 
in preaching and very studious. We are not sure about the square yoke. 
We cannot understand about the “ gavel.” He was first a Lutheran, 
then an Episcopal minister. 

[On the background of my knowledge of the steps by which Mrs. 
B. seems to reach her correct or approximately correct pictures, often, 
it looks as though the uncertain reference to the “ uniform, perhaps 4 
G. A. R. uniform,” might be the first approach to the designation of 
the “long black gown.” The steps in this case might be these: (1) 
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the idea of a uniform of some kind, a garment different from that worn 
by the generality of men. (2) The subconscious, by association of 
ideas, conceives the picture of a Grand Army uniform. (3) The intelli- 
gence supposed to be trying to identify itself manages to impress the 
medium with the idea that this is not what the man wore; hence she 
says: “not on the man.” (The very expression “ the man” would 
naturally imply that the man already referred to is the one now meant. ) 
(4) And now there is success in depicting in the medium’s consciousness 
the sort of a uniform meant, and she now sees it on the man.—W.F.P. | 


Mrs. B. “TI see him sitting, holding a book open, on a table or 
desk. He has a small paper in his hand, comparing notes with his book, 
The book seems to be a manuscript. As he is now sitting and comparing 
the notes with the book, he looks at you.” 


Note 65. Mr. S. always used small paper for his notes on ser- 
mons. One of his photographs taken some months before his death 
shows his head and eyes raised, looking directly at the person holding 
the photo. He is seated at his library table, pen in hand, writing notes. 


Mrs. B. “Do you know anyone killed in the Civil War? ” 


Note 66, Neither of us can place the above. Mrs. B. may have 
been thinking of the G. A. R. uniform mentioned before. 

[Exactly ; she may have been wondering what her incorrect impres- 
sion meant.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “A hand from the grave reaches out for this (medium 
indicates the letter), but is reluctant to take this (medium indicates 
the pen). Long fingers reach out, but hesitate.” 


Note 67. Mr. S. had long fingers, long and thin. 


Mrs. B. “1 see a paper already signed. I see confusion around, 
papers scattered around. It seems like a legal paper.” 


Note 68. Mrs. S. is a teacher. Her contract with her Board of 
Education for 1923-1924 had lately been passed upon and was for- 
warded to her early in June. It was dated June 6th. The official 
signatures had, no doubt, been written at the May meeting of the Board, 

[It will seem absurd to many, the evidence of a determination to 
find a correspondence at all costs, to skip from particulars in the de- 
scription of a dead man and facts in his life, to facts in the present in 
regard to his widow, and back again. But it must be admitted that a 
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man, if conscious of what is happening to his wife surviving him, ought 
to be interested in events which concern her in a vital way. He might 
well appeal to his knowledge of facts present as well as of things past 
in the effort to identify himself. Or if all this were not the effect of 
conscious endeavor on his part, yet still his thoughts might wander 
from the past which interested him to the present regarding his wife 
which also interested him. The very mention of “a paper” on which 
he had written in the past might remind him of the paper which in the 
present was so important to his wife. I am not urging that this is the 
fact, nor am I making a special appeal for the spiritistic theory. But 
we must respect the implications of whatever theory we discuss, and 
admit psychological facts.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “TI hear the word ‘drowned.’ ” 


Note 69. There is this possible light on the word “ drowned.” 
Mr. Schenck was on the “ General Slocum ” when it sank. He saved 
some of the children. The scene so impressed him that he never liked 
to speak of it. His wife knew of this. 

[The memory of the dreadful disaster which cost scores of lives, 
nearly blotting out a Sunday-School, would certainly remain a poignant 
memory to anyone who witnessed it.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “A very tall man seems to own this and this.” (The 
medium indicates both the pen and the letter, one of which had been 
owned by Mr. Schenck, while the other had been written by him and so 
was in a valid sense his property.) 


Note 70. Mr. Schenck was very tall. 


Mrs. B. “TI see another man, with grey hair, broad-shouldered, 
fair complexioned, not olive, a round face. Passed away several years 
ago.” 


Note 71. This describes Mrs. Schenck’s father, who died in 1918. 


Mrs. B. “I see another man, he is trying hard to show himself. 
He used to flush up as though he had blood pressure or hardening of 
the arteries. There was a kidney condition there. When he walked, 
before his last illness, he had high color.” 


Note 72. Mr. Schenck’s nurse—a friend of the family—was et 
gaged to Rollman, who died a few years after Mr. S. His physical 
appearance when ill was exactly as described, as verified by Mrs. 8. 
but unknown to me, who did not see him when ill. I also did not know 
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his first name, which came just after this, nor the circumstances given 
later, nor about his illness. 


Mrs. B. “TI hear ‘ Wellborn.’ ” 
Note 73. Is this “ Rollman,” indistinctly heard? 


Mrs. B. “TI hear a musical voice, very sweet, a wonderful voice.” 


Note 74. This describes Mr. Schenck’s voice. 


Mrs. B. “He sat up a while before death, in a bathrobe.” 


Note 75. Mr. Schenck sat up in his bathrobe, on Saturday, for 
a while. He died on Sunday. 


Mrs. B. “ Inhis last illness he would go up and then down again.” 


Note 76. Quite true. 


Mrs. B. “ A sweet voice. Now his face gets blue and fades away. 

I seem to hear a person’s name, four letters, ‘ NA ’—I can’t get the 
last two letters. I get ‘ Admiral.’ I hear ‘nervous prostration.’ I 
hear * Frederick.’ ” 


Note 77. Is this Frederick Rollman? 


Mrs. B. “ He shows me a big dog, like a collie. I see a comfortable 
room, the dog’s nose on a rug.” 


Note 78. Mrs, S. says there was a large dog, with shaggy hair, 
at the boarding house where Mr. Frederick Rollman lived, and often 
with him. 


Mrs. B. “I see a sort of library. He seems to bring in the grey- 
haired man.” 


Note 79. This would be Mrs. Schenck’s father, as entering the 
library in the minister’s house, in company with Mr. Rollman. 


Mrs. B. “TI see you (medium indicates Mrs. Bassett) sitting with 
one or both feet up, like this (medium shows). You are comfortable 
and contented.” 


Note 80, This has occurred about five days every week for the 
past six weeks, about 4 P.M. 
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Mrs. B. “The man says: ‘ Hold on tight to these two articles 
( Medium indicates the pen and the letter). Treasure them. He holds 





































ten 
them tight. I hear Tennyson.’ ” an 
Note 81. This about Tennyson is nothing to us as yet. tha 
[ Afterwards, in a letter written August 8, 1923, Mrs. Bassett dat 
stated that it appeared to her probable that the reference was to is | 
“In Memoriam,” a poem inspired by the death of a young man who ‘A 
was a dearly loved friend of the poet. Mr. Schenck was but thirty- 
seven years old when he died. The objects presented at this part of the the 
sitting were his pen and a letter he had written the sitter, whom he = 
frequently addressed, in his letters, “ My dearly, dearly cherished da: 
friend.” The strength of the friendship would make the reference, if the 
that was what was meant, most appropriate.—W. F. P.] ful 
cor 
Mrs. B. “ I see three girls, two standing, one sitting. All have 
dark hair, parted in the middle. The one sitting had fluffy hair, the 
others straight hair.” cu 


Note 82. Mrs. S., who has fluffy hair, was frequently photo- TI 
graphed with others, but cannot recall this picture. [It was not stated 
that a photograph was being described.—W. F. P.] tir 


of 


Mrs. B. “Some one goes to pieces in great grief ; a man comes and 


puts his hands on your shoulder and tells you to brace up. It may not a 
be you, but some one you know. This dark-haired woman is grieving “ 
over a white-haired woman; the man comes to console her.” de 

Note 83. We cannot place this in the past, for Mrs. Schenck or in 
Mrs. Bassett. ar 

[But to be fair, the medium said that it might not apply to what- fo 
ever “ you” is referred to, Mrs. Schenck or Mrs. Bassett. be 


One might suspect that the sitter looked doubtful, and that this 
made the medium hedge and say “ it may not be you, but some one you 
know.” But much said in this sitting was not intelligible to the sitter 
(though so to Mrs. Schenck), and yet no “ hedging ” occurred, though th 
the sitter had as much reason for looking doubtful.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “TI hear some one calling you ‘ Aunt.’ ” 


Note 84. Mrs. S. has no nephew or niece. The medium must refer 
to Mrs. Bassett, who has both, passed over and living. 

[This might be so, not “ must.” As almost throughout this sitting, 
“ you ” is interpreted as referring to Mrs. Schenck, it seems better to 
treat the reference to the “ Aunt” here as an error. 
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Mrs. Bassett later called attention to the fact that after the sen- 


tence “ some one goes to pieces ” and the apparent identification of this 
some one with Mrs. Bassett by the pronoun “ you,” it is not only said 
that “it may not be you but some one you know,” but the term “ this 
dark-haired woman” shows that it cannot be Mrs. Bassett, whose hair 
is white. Immediately afterward comes “I hear some one calling you 
‘ Aunt.’ ” 

Now Mrs. Borden is very reluctant to tell a sitter that she foresees 
the sitter’s death, and Mrs. Bassett thinks that she may have glossed 
over her meaning. Mrs. Bassett expects soon to go and live with a 
dark-haired niece who has a husband. Mrs. Bassett has white hair and 
the niece is fond of her Aunt. If Mrs. Bassett’s own death at some 
future time is meant, the utterances become intelligible, though of 
course not evidential.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “You are going to hear about family troubles and diffi- 
culties. The wife is suspicious and jealous, and you give good advice. 
The husband is quick-tempered.” 


Note 85, When Mrs. Schenck called on me, a week after the sit- 
ting, and we went over this record together, I approached the remark 
of the medium just quoted in the following manner. “ Do you like the 
people you are boarding with? ” 

“Yes, they are very kind to me. The wife seems to like me, but 
unfortunately, she is a suspicious woman and jealous. She evidently 
does not like her husband to talk too much with me. I spoke of it, 
indirectly, to her, lately, saying I talked to her husband as I would to 
any other man. That my husband was never foolishly jealous of me, 
for he understood I meant nothing wrong in conversing with other men 
besides himself.” 

“ What sort of a man is the husband? ” 

“Oh, he is very quick-tempered.” 

[ Observe how she used the same words as the medium’s in describing 
this pair, before Mrs. Bassett read the record to her.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “Don’t try to do too much at a time.” 
Note 86. Very wise advice to give Mrs. S., who does attempt too 


much at a time. 


Mrs. B. “ Parted but not forgotten. There are no friends like 
old friends. 


“People are told to be gentle to you, because you are sweet and 











614 MORE SITTINGS WITH MRS. BORDEN 


kind. Don’t let these people annoy you. Trials are borne bravely, 
regardless of struggles. Struggling hard, though handicapped by 
bodily affliction. True-blue all the way through.” 


Note 87. All very true of Mrs. Schenck. 


Mrs. B. “ Powerful efforts are necessary to combat evil influences 
at work.” 


Note 88. It appears that the above remark is exceedingly perti- 
nent to some domestic difficulties with which Mrs. Schenck had to deal, 
and which caused her much anxiety. They are described in the notes 
of Mrs. Bassett, but are too personal to print.—W. F. P. 


Mrs. B. “Be brave, be practical, don’t let anyone influence you, 
use your own judgment.” 


Note 89. Mrs. Bassett explains that a specified person has fre- 
quently advised Mrs. Schenck to pursue what would have been an un- 
wise course in relation to the matter referred to.—W. F. P. 


Mrs. B. “ Train yourself to be more patient.” 


Note 90. On the day of her call on me, Mrs. S. had been lecturing 
herself for lack of patience in regard to the matter. 


Mrs. B. “We are helping you from this side, we know you need 
us. We try to guard you from all harm and danger.” 


Note 91. This sounds common-place and banal enough, but it 
happens to be very pertinent to the matter referred to, which would be 
of the same interest to the husband, if he knows what is happening on 
earth, that it is to his wife.—W. F. P. 


Mrs. B. “Teddy.” 


Note 92. This may be an auditory error for “ Hetty,” which is 
Mrs. S.’s Christian name. 

[At this point I took back the pen and letter, and handed to the 
medium a little, thinly-knitted worsted jacket, which was formerly worn 
by my sister-in-law, who died in 1918. It was wrapped in small com- 
pass, and in heavy brown paper. The jacket was sent to me after the 
death of its owner, my sister-in-law, Mrs. Ross [pseudonym], and has 


been used by me. | 


Mrs. B. “ This has been used by warm hands. I see a little jacket 
floating by, the arms sticking out so.” 
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Note 93. The medium spread her arms out thus. [Mrs. Bassett 
drew two lines slanting downward and outward at an angle.—W. F. P.] 
The sleeves were long and a drawing of the jacket shows them in this 
way. [Here Mrs. Bassett introduced a drawing of the jacket with the 
sleeves at the same angle.—W. F. P.] 


‘Mrs. B. “Is it black? ” 
Sitter. Yes.” 
Mrs. B. “It slips on easily.” 


Note 94. The jacket was made in open mesh, so that it goes on 
the wearer easily. 


Mrs. B. “Isee some one putting it on you and patting you on the 
back. Some one is glad you have it. Some one says, ‘ You’ll take care 
of it and appreciate it because it was mine.’ The hands pat you. You 
are going to live to be very old, with hair white as snow. You'll carry 
your years well, and be peaceful and contented. You’ll shrink down 
and grow smaller.” (The last was addressed to me personally.) 


Note 95. What is ascribed to my sister-in-law sounds very nat- 
ural, very like her. 

[It should be noted that the contents of the package had belonged 
to another person, and was a jacket as earlier stated, and had been 
worn by the sitter.—W. F. P.] 


Mrs. B. “TI see a sweet picture, an old-fashioned picture. A 
young girl in a big, flowing silk skirt and big hat with strings. The 
man has on an old-fashioned necktie. Years and years ago. This man 
was like the man with the moustache, only younger. Tight pants, with 
gaiters, trousers fitted tight. The girl is so sweet. She has a full crown 
on her hat. He is very dignified.” 


Note 96. Having no picture like the above in my possession and 
feeling it must have some reference to my sister-in-law, I wrote to her 
husband Mr. Ross (a skeptic as to spirit communication), simply de- 
scribing this picture, and asking if he had one like it or had seen one. 
I told him nothing further. Back comes the following, “ No photo such 
as you describe in my collection, nor can I recall ever having seen one 
like it, except possibly a picture of Henry —-——— (standing), with 
his wife Louise (sitting), the latter being Ada’s [pseudonym] sister. 
[“ Ada Ross ” was the sister-in-law of Mrs. Bassett, who had owned 
the jacket—W. F. P.] In a letter following he writes: “I have done 
my best to try to recall more of the picture that remains faintly in my 








616 





ECTOPLASM AND CLAIRVOYANCE 





mind of Henry —— 
and slender man, and the picture exhibited the costumes of 60 years ago 
for both sexes, but beyond his neckcloth or stock, and her full skirts, 
my memory does not go.” 

Please note that Mrs. B. said “ The man is like the man with the 


and his wife, with no results. He was a tall 


moustache, only younger.” ‘That man, Mr. Schenck was tall and 


slender, as my brother says that the man in this old picture was. 

[It is only possible that this is the picture referred to. But were 
it impossible, that would not create a presumption that no such picture, 
pertinent to the sister-in-law, ever existed. How often a living person 
mentions something related to the past which he thinks that another 
ought to remember, and yet the latter is unable to do so!—W. F. P.] 


(To be continued. ) 


ECTOPLASM AND CLAIRVOYANCE—BY DR. 
GUSTAVE GELEY * 


BY HELEN C. LAMBERT 


In the foreword Dr. Geley reviews, with his usual generosity and 
lack of bitterness, the attacks made upon his investigations, and re- 
marks that, so far, no violent adversary of the work has taken the 
trouble to investigate it seriously. To the criticism of his “ From the 
Unconscious to the Conscious,” to the effect that his philosophy is 
based upon insufficiently developed or studied facts, he replies that far 
from having based his philosophy on these facts, he has based it upon 
accepted facts of evolution. He adds, however, that the facts of 
metapsychology have furnished him with the most important material 
for its demonstration. 

The object of this book is to unite in one volume the various re- 
ports of the personal investigations which have appeared from time to 
time during the last four years in the Revue Métapsychique. Analysis, 
theory, philosophical induction are not attempted. It is a simple 
statement of facts. Criticism and comment are reserved for a second 
volume which was planned to complete the work. Since Dr. Geley’s 





* L’Ectoplasmie et la Clairvoyance, by Dr. Gustave Geley. Librairie Felix 
Alean, Paris, 1924. Pp. iv. 445. 35 franes. 
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tragic death, which is so great a calamity to research, no word has 
come telling whether the notes for this second volume are advanced 
sufficiently to warrant expectation of their publication. If not we 
shall indeed have suffered a great loss, since it was to embody his views 
and deductions concerning the facts presented in the first volume. 
Several translations of these records have been given to the readers of 
the Journal who no doubt would eagerly await the publication of such 
a volume containing Dr. Geley’s scientific and philosophical analysis of 
his experiments, with some of which they are familiar. 

In Ectoplasm and Clairvoyance Dr. Geley presents only such phe- 
nomena as he has personally observed. These comprise about an equal 
number of objective and subjective phenomena, the most important of 
which are those of ectoplasm and clairvoyance. 

The introduction deals with the practical study of mediumship; the 
many difficulties, causes of error and of negative results, are noted. 
An outline is given of the conditions and collaboration which are neces- 
sary for obtaining demonstrations. Dr. Geley stresses the fact that 
collaboration is an absolute requirement, and that results are not 
dependent upon the medium alone. He tells us that on the contrary the 
power of the medium may be partially or wholly inhibited by lack of 
collaboration or by other unfavorable conditions. This is a most 
useful and instructive chapter and should be studied by all who con- 
template experimental work. 

In speaking of the detrimental effect of light upon physical phe- 
nomena, Dr. Geley remarks upon the analogous effect which light has 
in the case of micro-organic and embryonic forms. He calls attention 
to the slow process of organic formation in biology and says that if 
this is retarded by light it is in no way surprising, when one considers 
the rapidity of the organization of ectoplasmic forms, that we should 
find it affected by even a dim light. He states, however, that the pre- 
vailing idea as to red light, which is that it retards phenomena less 
than white light, is erroneous; it arises from the fact that the light is 
merely diminished in the case of red light, the only advantage of which 
is that it facilitates the handling of photographic material in the 
séance room. He suggests that the ideal illumination for the séance 
room would be cold light, and expresses the hope that it may some time 
be perfected to the point of being available for practical purposes. 

On the control of the medium Dr. Geley gives especially pertinent 
and much needed advice, ending this chapter with the emphatic 
statement: 

“ But what is true, and must be thoroughly understood, is that the 
control should not be blindly used, nor identical in all cases and at all 
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times. It should be intelligent; adapted to conditions; supple; ra- 
tional. A rigid control which takes no account of the psychological 
modalities of the medium is often nullifying, not because it prevents 
fraud but because it inhibits the initial automatism.” 

He goes on to say that in initial stages of trance the medium fre- 
quently makes unconscious or automatic efforts to use his limbs, which 
are mistaken for a conscious effort to cheat. At this period he should 
not be too closely restrained as it retards the trance; later he may be 
more strictly controlled. 

Dr. Geley places responsibility for fraud, conscious or unconscious, 
wholly upon the experimenters, and reminds us that genuine and un- 
consciously fraudulent phenomena may be observed during the same 
séance with a perfectly honest medium. And again, “ The object of 
observers should not be the certainty that fraud is impossible (this is 
difficult to achieve) ; I repeat that the object should be to obtain power- 
ful and complex phenomena which carry their own conviction under the 
conditions of control and with unimpeachable witnesses. If experi- 
menters waste time in seeking for elementary and mediocre phenomena 
nothing will be more difficult than the achievement of a perfectly satis- 
factory control. If they are wise enough to ignore elementary phe- 
nomena and the little tricks which may produce them; if they allow 
the manifestations to develop, without paralyzing them by too many 
arbitrary exactions, then surely they will obtain such a variety of 
important facts, sometimes so beautiful, that they will be definitely and 
unshakably convinced.” 

The first part of the book deals with clairvoyance; a discussion of 
clairvoyance of objects in experiments with Stephan Ossowiecki; then 
clairvoyance of individuals in experiments with Mme. Briffualt. This 
is followed by remarks upon Dr. Osty’s studies and a case of lucidity 
by Dr. Gallet. The subject is then resumed under four heads: Usual 
conditions of lucidity; Results; Réle played by mento-mental com- 
munication; Errors. An interesting sketch is given of the life of 
Ossowiecki with a portrait of the clairvoyant. The illustrations 
throughout the volume are numerous and very fine. 

The second part of the book, which deals with ectoplasm, devotes 
many pages to the work of Franek Kluski, who is considered by the 
author to be the greatest living medium, and of the highest character. 
Illustrations show full size photographs of the paraffine moulds, with 
detailed descriptions of methods and control used in obtaining them. 
Experiments with Guzik are next mentioned; also those with Eva 
Carriére. Of the Sorbonne experiments Dr. Geley remarks that i 





these abortive séances no account was taken of the medium’s ill health, 
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and that he himself had seven successive negative séances with Guzik 
when the medium was in bad health. He says that the hasty conclu- 
sions made by the Sorbonne observers were arrived at after very few 
experiments and were prematurely formulated, based upon suspicion, 
not proof, of fraud. He reminds us that Eusapia Palladino’s tricks 
were discovered by the metapsychologists and did not deceive them; yet 


| they observed many genuine phenomena. 


A portion of the book, which is devoted to metapsychic lights, 
begins with a brief chapter on Erto, with reservations as to the authen- 
ticity of his phenomena and a note stating that these reservations have 
been found justifiable. 

The discussion of lights refers to the similarity found between those 
recently observed and the luminosities described by Sir William 
Crookes. Schrenck-Notzing’s work is briefly mentioned, and a formi- 
dable list of well-known names attesting the authenticity of his observa- 
tions is given. Attention is drawn to the two years of experiments 
with Eusapia Palladino under the auspices of the General Institute of 
Psychology. Professor Dubois is quoted. 

In conclusion Dr. Geley says that it is not his intention to leave this 
volume, a bare statement of facts, unanalyzed and undiscussed, but 
that the scientific and philosophical considerations are too important 
to be attempted in the same volume and are reserved for a second 
volume which he hopes to publish within a few months. 

Let us hope that this valuable work is not lost to us, but that it will 
be found to be so near completion that it may yet be published in spite 
of the author’s untimely death. Our debt to him is already great; and 
even though this hope be vain we have much precious material which 
has been given us through his persistent and devoted effort. 











RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 
EDITED BY WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE 


PARALLEL AND PRESUMABLY TELEPATHIC DREAMS 


REPORTED BY DR. ELWOOD WORCESTER AND OTHERS 


Under date of April 17, 1923, the Rev. Elwood Worcester, D.D., 
rector of Emanuel Church, Boston, addressed to the Principal Re- 
search Officer the following letter: 


DOCUMENT 1. 


* Dear Sir:—I should like to refer to you a rather odd incident, 
which looks to me as if it contains more than coincidence. 

* About ten days ago [seven, according to Mr. Boisen’s statement. 
—W.F.P.] I received a check for $23.50 from a member of our con- 
gregation with which the giver instructed me to arrange for the pur- 
chase of a suit of clothes for a poor man in whom she was interested. 
Our Social Service Case Committee meets every Tuesday morning. One 
of its members who is a man named Boisen had taken a friendly interest 
in the poor man in question and the lady had instructed me to ask him 
to arrange for the purchase of the suit. I therefore handed him the 
check at this meeting. It was not a matter which impressed itself 
deeply on my mind and I totally forgot the transaction of having 
handed him the check. 

“Yesterday while dictating to Miss Downey, the matter of the check 
for some reason suddenly came to my mind quite strongly. I fully 
believed that I had given the check to Miss Downey, as I should usually 
do under the circumstances, and had requested her to forward it to 
Mr. Boisen, having entirely forgotten that I had handed it to him. 
Miss Downey was unable to remember my having dictated such a letter 
or having the check handed to her. I was at the time quite certain that 
I was right and she was in error, as I remembered distinctly how the 
check looked when I placed it on the table. Miss Downey was therefore 
somewhat troubled and began to search through her files for a copy of 
the letter and also to see if she could find the check in any of her com- 
partments. While she was engaged in this task, Mr. Boisen entered the 
620 














ever 
to } 
whi 
men 
had 
nigl 


ear] 


* sol 


whe 
thir 
the 


will 
opi 


Mi 
ally 


are 


be 

Ih 
ing 
yor 
rey 


she 
str 
dr 











PARALLEL AND TELEPATHIC DREAMS 621 


Church quite troubled and told her that I had handed the check to him, 
that he had placed it in a note book in his pocket and had lost it and 
had been unable to find it, and it is still lost. 

“The coincidence comes at this point. The night before these 
events occurred, and before any question of the check had been brought 
to Miss Downey’s attention, she had a dream at her home in Braintree, 
which I enclose. At the breakfast table that morning, Miss Downey 
mentioned the dream to her sister, and her sister replied that she had 
had a similar dream of the loss of money, and that their niece the same 
night had had a similar dream of the loss of money and had told it 
early that same morning. 

“You will note that in Miss Downey’s dream the amount lost was 
‘something over $20.’ In her sister’s dream she lost about $22., 
whereas the amout of the check was $23.50. 

“T should be glad if you will consider this case and tell me if you 
think it above a chance coincidence, as it appears to me. 

“The check has not yet been found but should it be presented at 
the bank we have been able to stop payment on it. 

“Tf you care to ask any questions of Miss Downey I am sure she 
will be willing to answer and I should like very much to get your 
opinion. Believe me, yours faithfully—Etwoop Worcester.” 

Miss Florence G. Downey’s statement, also those of her sister, Miss 
Minnie L. Downey and their niece, Mrs. Marion M. Lowe, all person- 
ally witten and signed, were enclosed with Dr. Worcester’s letter, and 
are given in turn. 


DOCUMENT 2.—STATEMENT BY MISS F, G. DOWNEY 


15 Newbury St., Bosron, April 16, 1923. 

“This morning just before arising and lying in a very passive state 
I recalled a dream in which I had lost a pocketbook. I appeared to 
be in a large crowd in a pleasant country and suddenly discovered that 
[held in my hand only the handle of my bag, the pocket part contain- 
ing my money was gone. Later I met some one who said ‘ It’s all right, 
your purse has been found.’ I said ‘how much was in it?’ and the 
reply was ‘ something over $20.,’ and I felt greatly relieved. 

“T related this at the breakfast table and my sister remarked that 
she also dreamed of losing a pocketbook and added ‘what is more 
strange, Marion (our niece) told me before you came down that she had 
dreamed of losing money.’ I am enclosing their own accounts. 

“April 16.. Dr. Worcester informed me today that he had given 


me a letter to a man named Boisen and a check for $23.50 given by a 
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lady who wished Mr. Boisen to buy a suit of clothes for a man in whom 
she was interested. I denied having handled the check or recalling any 
such letter having been dictated to Mr. Boisen. However, as we write 
a great many letters, I thought it might have escaped my memory and 
that I would make a thorough search, which I did through all of my 
note books, copies of letters, etc. While doing this Mr. Boisen entered 
and I asked him if he had received such a letter from us. He said ‘ No, 
Dr. Worcester handed me the check himself with directions for using 
it and that is why I have come in today because I regret to say that I 
have lost the check which was indorsed and might be cashed by anyone.’ 
—FLorence G. Downey.” 


DOCUMENT 3.—STATEMENT BY MISS M. L. DOWNEY 


62 Holmes St., Bratnrree, Mass. 
“TI dreamed last night, April 15th, that I lost my pocketbook con- 
taining about twenty-two dollars, and I was much distressed in mind. 
I saw myself asking at several offices if it had been found. I saw a boy 
carrying a large bag that I thought contained my pocketbook. He 
opened the bag, and showed me it held only theatre checks. I did not 
find my pocketbook.—Mrinnir L. Downey.” 


DOCUMENT 4,—STATEMENT BY MRS. LOWE 


BratntTreE, Mass. 
“On the night of April 15, I dreamed that I saw a friend of mine 
stoop down and pick up her green pocketbook containing $20., which 
she thought she had lost. 
“She held it up to show me, and said how glad she was to have 
found it.—Marion M. Lowe.” 


DOCUMENT 5.—CORROBORATING STATEMENT BY MR, BOISEN 


99 Brattle St., Camsrincr, April 24, 1923. 

* The loss of the check which was concerned in the coincidence of 
Monday, April 16, 1923, was discovered by me the previous Saturday 
about 12:45. I had asked Mr. for whose benefit it was made 
out to come to my room and as we started away together to get the 
suit, it occurred to me that I had better make sure I had the check with 
me. I took out the memorandum book in which I had placed it and 
found it gone. I then returned to my room to search among some 
papers which I had a short time before taken from my pocket. Mon- 
day morning I reported the loss at the Church. I was greeted immedi- 
ately by Miss Downey asking me, before I had had a chance to open 
my mouth, whether I had received a letter in regard to the check. 
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“Dr. Worcester, she said, had been unable to find it and thought 
he must have sent it to me in a letter and she was just at that minute 
engaged in searching thru her notes for it. I explained that he had 
handed it to me the Tuesday before—that I remembered the check per- 
fectly—and that I had just come to report its loss. She then told me 
of the fact that she and her sister had each dreamed that night of los- 
ing their purses and that in each case the amount had been a little more 
than twenty dollars. The amount of the check that was lost was 
twenty-three dollars and fifty cents. Inquiry at the bank reveals that 
the check had not been cashed.—Anton T. BotsEen.” 


DOCUMENT 6,—QUESTIONS PUT TO MISS F. G, DOWNEY AND HER REPLIES 
1. Question: Do you and your sister and your niece all live 
together? 
Answer: Yes. 
2. Question: Are there other members in the family? 
Answer: My niece’s husband. 
3. Question: You are certain that your narrative of the dream is 


as you first remembered and told it? And is uninfluenced by afterwards 
hearing the other dreams? 
Answer: Yes. 
4. Question: Particularly in regard to sum of money? 
Answer: I distinctly remember hearing “ Something over $20.,” 
stated by the person who announced the finding of it. 
[Signed] Firorence G. Downey. 


QUESTIONS PUT TO MISS M, L. DOWNEY AND HER REPLIES 


1. Question: I understand that your niece told her dream before 
your sister came downstairs? If so, please make a statement dis- 
tinctly to that effect. You told yours first, and she hers afterward? 

Answer: My niece told her dream before my sister came downstairs. 
My niece told her dream first, and I told mine afterwards. 

2. Question: Did she at the time that she first told you say that 
in her dream the pocketbook contained $20.00? 

Answer: Yes. 

3. Question: Did you name the sum of money you dreamed of when 
you first related to her, and did you then say that the amount was 
$22.00? 

Answer: When she stated $20. I said, “Mine was a little over that.” 
However $22. was in my mind clearly though I didn’t speak it. 
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4. Question: Are you without shadow of doubt that the narrative 
of your dream as you first told it is as you sent it to me and is unin- 
fluenced by the other dreams? 

Answer: Yes. 


[Signed] Mixniz L. Downey. 


QUESTIONS PUT TO MRS. LOWE AND HER REPLIES 


1. Question: I understand that Miss Minnie Downey told you her 
dream and thereupon you told yours to her before Miss Florence came 
downstairs. If this is correct, please make a distinct statement to 
that effect. 

Answer: I told my dream first and then my aunt (Miss Minnie 
Downey) told hers. This was before Miss Florence Downey came 
downstairs. 

2. Question: Did Miss Minnie tell you as a part of her first narra- 
tion of the dream that $22.00 was the loss she dreamed about? 

Answer: She said it was a little over $20.00. [See answer to 3rd 
question put to Miss Minnie L. Downey. | 

3. Question: Are you certain that the narrative of your dream 
which you have written out is as you first told it, uninfluenced by hear- 
ing the other dreams? 

Answer: Yes. 

[Signed] Marion M. Lowe. 


SUMMARY 


Let us arrange the events, following the reception of the check for 
$23.50 by Mr. Boisen from Dr. Worcester in chronological order. 

1. Saturday, April 14th, Mr. Boisen learned that he had lost the 
check. 

2. On the night of Sunday, April 15th, Miss Florence G. Downey, 
Dr. Worcester’s secretary, dreamed that she had lost a purse contain- 
ing “ something over $20.” 

On the same night of April 15th, her sister, Miss Minnie L. Downey, 
dreamed that she lost her pocketbook containing $22. 

The same night of April 15th, their niece, Mrs. Marion M. Lowe, 
dreamed that a friend of hers dropped her pocketbook containing $20. 

3. On Monday, the 16th, six days after he had given the check, 
Dr. Worcester, while dictating to Miss F. L. Downey in the morning, 
thought strongly about the check and found himself under the errone- 
ous impression that he had given it to Miss Downey to mail. 
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4. A little later the same morning Mr. Boisen went to the church 
to report the loss, and was greeted by Miss Downey with the query 
whether he had received a letter about the check which Dr. Worcester 
thought he dictated to her. 

The first thing that attracts our attention in this series is the 


group of coincidences between the dreams themselves, which would be 
striking quite apart from any external event. Three persons, all living 
under one roof, and comprising all but one person in the house, 

a. On the same night 

b. Dreamed of a pocketbook or purse containing money being lost 

c. The amount being very nearly the same, in one case $20, in 
another “ something over $20,” and in the third $22. 

The particular imagery of the dreams differed. 

The next thing which strikes us is that on the calendar day before 
that of the dreams a man (Mr. Boisen) to whom Dr. Worcester 
thought he had sent a check for $23.50, a sum approximating to those 
of the dreams, lost the check. 

The next thing that strikes us is that Dr. Worcester, apparently 
while Mr. Boisen was either on his way to the church to report the loss 
or on the point of starting—at any rate when the matter was on his 
mind—suddenly thought of the check so that he spoke of it to his 
secretary whom he supposed wrote out and sent a dictated letter about 
it, which set her at work looking up the notes of the non-existent letter, 
which task she was engaged on when Mr. Boisen entered. 

If we have something more than significant parallels between the 
dreams, suggesting telepathy from one to another of the dreamers, that 
is to say, if the dreams were causally related to the loss by Mr. Boisen, 
how did the telepathic connection come about which set the dreams in 
operation? For Miss Florence G. Downey knew nothing about the loss 
and her sister and niece certainly did not. Neither did Mr. Boisen 
suppose that there was any connection between Miss F. L. Downey and 
the check, as there in fact was not, so that the loss would not set him 
to thinking of her. We do not indeed know that there must in all cases 
be thinking about a “ percipient ” on the part of the “ agent,” but the 
evidence preponderantly points in this direction. ; 

Perhaps, since Dr. Worcester had the conviction come strongly 
into consciousness on Monday morning that his secretary took a letter 
about the check and was directed to send the check and letter to Mr. 
Boisen, it is permissible to conjecture that the same conviction was 
latent in his mind, say the day before. The sequence then is 

1. Boisen loses the check, thinks of Dr. Worcester and feels 
concern. 
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2. Dr. Worcester has latent or subconscious thoughts about the 
check with the mistaken memory image involving Miss Downey, his 
secretary. 

3. Then come the dreams of Miss Downey, her sister and their 
niece. 

We may thus, then, construct our telepathic chain. Mr. Boisen on 
losing the check, thinks of the loss and of Dr. Worcester. This works 
a telepathic impression upon Dr. Worcester which hardly rises to the 
surface, or which does momentarily and is put aside. But in either 
case it mingles with the impression that Miss Downey was connected 
with the giving of the check. Thus a rapport with Miss Downey is 
created, the impression passes to her and from her to her sister and her 
niece, in each case expressed in dream imagery. The next morning, 
perhaps reinforced by fresh influences from Mr. Boisen’s resolve to go 
to the church and report the loss, Dr. Worcester’s impression—not 
indeed that the check is lost, but about the check—comes fully to the 
surface. We should have to assume, apparently, that a part of Mr. 
Boisen’s message, namely that money was lost, failed in delivery to Dr. 
Worcester’s consciousness, but went on, with him as a station, and was 
delivered in full at the Downey station. But, on the other hand, after 
once establishing a connection with Miss Downey through Dr. Wor- 
cester, Mr. Boisen’s telepathic wave may have short-circuited and 
gone to Miss Downey direct. 

There! for once I have yielded to such of my friends as think that 
I ought to be prepared with an “ explanation” of every phenomenon 
which I vindicate as a fact. Ecce me! concocting a system of plausi- 
bilities as deftly as some of my contemporaries whose tours of con- 
structive imagination are regarded by readers as demonstrations 
because so easily visualized as pictures. You could almost see that 
telepathic wave rolling from Mr. Boisen to Dr. Worcester, gathering 
new force and sweeping on to his secretary, and from her speeding to 
vibrate the brains if not the pillows of her sister and her niece. But 
we yet see so darkly into the processes by which our supernormal facts 
come into being that I should be very much surprised if the process in 
this particular case could be established and it proved to coincide 
exactly with my pretty picture. There is no harm in our constructing 
conjectural explanatory systems so long as we are conscious that the 
most of them are highly conjectural and will probably, in some later 
century, look crude and childish. 
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NOTES AND COMMENT 


A clipping from Neues Wiener Abendblatt for February 14, 1924 
has been received, containing what appears to be an authorized state- 
ment concerning a late exposé of Rudi Schneider, which was contrived 
by Dr. Stephan Meyer and Dr. Pribram. These savants called together 
a committee composed of Counsellor Wagner-Jouregg and Professors 
Buehler, Durig, Ehrenhaft, Schlick, Assistant Dr. Liebesny, and 
Commissioner Ehrenseft. 

A test of Rudi Schneider was made under the usual conditions, the 
principal of which was placing luminous rings around his arms and legs. 
Nothing of importance occurred until he was observed by both Pro- 
fessor Meyer and Professor Pribram to take one foot out of its lumi- 
nous ring and to fasten it around the other foot so that now one leg 
had two such rings, and the other, wearing none, was free to perform 
in the darkness. Thereafter “ phenomena ” happened, he was able to 
fling bells and other objects through the room, etc. 

On another occasion Professor Meyer invited about forty persons 
to be present at an experiment with a medium whom he assured them 
would do such marvelous work that all skeptics would be convinced. 
As a matter of fact a clock was thrown from the table, a bell rung, and 
various “ occult ” phenomena occurred, to the astonishment of all the 
invited visitors. Then Professor Meyer gave the company information 
which astonished them still more, that the medium was no other than 
Professor Pribram himself, and that the “ experiment ” was made in 
order to increase the number of first observers of professional medium- 
ship who should have information how such tricks are performed, 

As Rudi is a brother of Willy and the conditions obtained at their 
experiments are somewhat similar, the performances of the latter are 


now placed in greater doubt.—W. F. P. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


EDITED BY GEORGE H. JOHNSON, Sc.D. 


The Spiritualists’ Reader. Compiled by Str ArtHurR Conan DoyLE. Two 
World’s Publishing Co. Manchester. 1924. Pp. 158. 


A collection of brief selections from well-known Spiritualistic books 
scarcely needs mention in these pages; but for those who seek information on 
the Spiritualists’ point of view and belief the fact that these selections were 
made by Dr. Doyle and intended for public reading in the meetings of Spirit- 
ualists gives them representative interest.—G. H. J. 


Ancient Lights or the Bible, the Church and Psychic Science. By Mrs. 
St. CLarr Stopart. Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., Ltd., London. 
1923. Pp. 344+xxiil. 

The purpose of this book is to give a psychic explanation to those passages 
and stories of the Bible which contain suggestions of communications from 
the spirit world. The result is a useful compendium which may well be con- 
sulted by all Bible students. Although its details may be criticized, the book 
as a whole furnishes a strong side light on many obscure passages, and seems 
to give abundant proof that they cannot be understood by those who deny the 
reality of spirit communications. Indeed, many of the Bible writers evidently 
accepted such reality as a matter of course which needed no explanation. 
Like the North American Indians, and other primitive races, it appears that 
the Jewish people were brought up to consider themselves as a part of an 
invisible world which was only occasionally revealed. Sophisticated travelers 
often ridicule the superstitions accompanying such primitive beliefs, but the 
fundamental significance of such a general belief manifested in all ages and 
countries cannot be overlooked by students of religion and psychology. 

Mrs. Stobart’s book, unlike many collections of Bible stories, is not adapted 
to children, but it will make a strong appeal to thoughtful readers. 

Regarding the plagues of Egypt, Mrs. Stobart writes: “It is true that in 
the bloody river and the frogs the magicians ‘did in like manner with their 
enchantments,’ but they could not, as did Moses and Aaron, foretell, by means 
of psychic communication with the spirit forces, the nature of the next calam- 
ity, nor its duration; nor had they the knowledge of sanitation, enabling them 
to realize that the reason why many of these plagues did not visit the 
Israelites’ quarters was probably because of the greater cleanliness there pre- 
vailing. The cunning art of the sorcerer broke down completely before the 
prophetic insight of the great psychic, who could not beat them at their own 
art but had supernormal means of acquiring knowledge which can be 
acquired only by the sixth or psychic sense.” 

Under the title of Tests we read: 

“ Indeed, the keynote of Bible teaching in psychic science is not condem- 
nation of all psychic phenomena, but discrimination between good and evil 
spirits, authorized and unauthorized mediums; and condemnation of the 
prostitution of great psychic gifts for unworthy ends. 

“From the moment that the Bible is psychically understood, every page 
throbs with life and abounds in picturesque and realistic romance; and we 
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begin to suspect that perhaps the literary charm both of the Bible and the 
Greek classics is due to the fact that both Bible and Greek literature, each in 
its own way, describes a romance of two worlds, so naively interwoven that 
we are never quite sure whether we are on the earth below or in the Heaven 
above.” 

The author tells us that the beauty of Samuel's first psychic experience is 
lost upon us because our teachers have no knowledge of clairaudience as an 
everyday psychic possibility and therefore we thrust the incidents into the 
“curiosity cupboard of Bible miracles, which can be looked at only through 
a glass case.” 

“God’s heroes are His heroes only because they are in constant communi- 
cation with Him.” 

The introduction by Sir Oliver Lodge and every one of the thirty-seven 
chapters contain quotable passages. From the standpoint of higher criticism 
the book makes no contribution to Biblical literature, but as a popular manual 
bridging the gap between supernormal psychology and the miracles and special 
providences of the Bible it will be very useful, and it well supports the 
reality and unity of the spiritual world.—Grorcr H. JoHNson. 





Psychic Messages from Oscar Wilde. Edited by Hester Travers SmitTH. T. 

Werner Laurie, Ltd. London. 1924. Pp. 179. 

The admirers of Oscar Wilde’s prose will probably find that this volume 
is, superficially at least, in the same style and plane of thought. This is not 
evidential in the sense of being conclusive, but it must be admitted Oscar 
Wilde was not an easy author to imitate. Moreover, the penmanship of the 
automatic script is similar to that of Oscar Wilde, and the identity is sup- 
ported by a few memories the truth of which was subsequently verified. 
The messages came partly, with great rapidity, through the ouija board, but 
chiefly in automatic writing through the hand of Mrs. Hester Smith, or Mr. 
V., a mathematical student, while Mrs. Smith’s hand was touching his. Miss 
G. D. Cummings, who was generally present at the sittings, has made an 
analysis of the writings which was published in the Occult Review for March, 
1924. Others who were present at one or more of the sittings included Mr. 
Dingwall, Research Officer of the S. P. R., and Mr. Bligh Bond, who carried 
on some conversation with the communicator. 

Sir William Barrett in the preface and Mrs. Smith in her supplementary 
chapters are very fair and judicial in expressing the views of others, as well 
as their own conclusions. In the foreword Mrs. Smith writes: 

“My feeling is that of a diver who has pulled up a strange creature from 
the deep and wonders of what nature he may be! I hope he may excite criti- 
cism from every point of view and strengthen the ranks of those who take 
psychic study seriously. A highly intelligent ghost seems worthy of investi- 
gation; I have therefore made an effort to put the case fairly from the three 
angles which seem possible. I do not hold myself responsible for any of the 
literary criticism in these scripts—the opinions expressed by ‘Oscar Wilde’ 
are not mine.” 

In the concluding chapter, however, Mrs. Smith is not strictly correct in 
Writing, ‘‘ A literary ghost is something of a novelty.” Some years ago Frank 
R. Stockton similarly and unexpectedly announced his presence through the 
hand of Miss Etta de Camp, and half a dozen of the stories so written were 
published under the title, “ The Return of Frank R. Stockton.” Other in- 
stances have been less noteworthy. 

Perhaps some studious person will make a study of the vocabulary and 
sentence peculiarities of these books, and then give a judgment of some weight 
as to the authorship. Meantime the spiritistic theory seems the most reason- 
able, as Mrs. Smith well shows. 
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In style and motive Oscar Wilde was far-removed from the sermonic, and 
the same is true of the present book. And yet what a sermon the book uncon- 
sciously carries! The author represents himself as sending the messages from 
a region of comparative darkness to which he has been consigned by Supreme 
Power; and he represents his character and tastes as being what they were in 
this world. If this is the penalty for habitual wrong thinking and wrong 
acting, with corresponding rewards for rectitude, what would be more natural, 
more just and reasonable, or indeed more orthodox—in the best sense of the 
word? The book cannot be summarized. It contains no specific signs to show 
editorial revision such as the analyst needs. It cannot be supposed that such 
a master of style as Oscar Wilde composed his exquisite lines without revis- 
ion, and if he is doing it now it would show great progress either in ability or 
method of work. Of course it may be supposed that all the revision is done 
on the other side—that the composition is perfected there before it is pro- 
duced here, but that does not appear to be the method of other literary com- 
municators whose lines require some editing after they are automatically 
written. The editing is sometimes done, or at least approved, as in the Stock- 
ton book, by the communicator working on the first draft as a basis.—G. H. J. 





THE PROCEEDINGS FOR 1924 


The Proceedings of this Society for the year 1924, Volume XVIII, will 
issue in October, bound in the substantial fashion of the preceding volume, 
which proved so satisfactory. The number of pages will be about three hun- 


dred and fifty, divided nearly evenly into two parts, both prepared by Dr. 
Prince. 


I, Five Sittings with Mrs. Sanders, an intensive study of an evidential 
short series of mediumistic work under absolutely protected conditions. The 
evidence is carefully summarized, and tentative efforts are made, hypothetic- 
ally assuming spiritistic communication to show how particular errors and 
confusions could have come about through the processes necessarily involved. 


II. Studies in Psychometry. Herein are presented the results of experi- 
ments by the Research Officer with Mrs. King and Miss McEvilly, reports of 
experiments by the well-known writer Mr. Stewart Edward White, and some 
older cases collected by Dr. Richard Hodgson. There is appended a sum- 
mary of one hundred counter-experiments with eighteen unselected persons 
apparently lacking in psychometrical ability, in order to show what chance 


can do, in contrast with the remarkably evidential cases which make up the 
bulk of the paper. 


The price of this volume will be five dollars. 
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BUSINESS NOTICES 


THE HOUSE FUND 


The Society has moved from its former inadequate quarters on Twenty-third 
Street to a commodious house at 15 Lexington Avenue. This has been made pos- 
sible through the co-operation of the New York Section which will occupy the 
building with us and bear one-half of the expense. Mr. D. D. Walton, the chairman 
of the Section, has sent to the editor the following statement for insertion in the 
October Journal, which it gives us great pleasure to do. 


“On September Ist, the Society moved its headquarters to the house at No. 15 
Lexington Avenue, New York City, which it has acquired by lease for the joint use 
of itself and the New York Local Section. 


“The building, located in the Gramercy Park neighbourhood, is a five-story 
structure, containing some eighteen rooms, well adapted for executive offices, library, 
research laboratories, séance rooms, and assembly hall for lectures and other general 
meetings. Plans for furnishing the house in an appropriate manner are being formu- 
lated and funds for that purpose and for defraying the running expenses are needed. 


“During the winter a course of lectures on psychic subjects will be given; op- 
portunity provided for demonstrations of various types of psychic, mediumistic, and 
similar phenomena under competent control and supervision; and a start made 
toward the assembling of a library on psychic subjects from which books may be 
borrowed by members of the Society. 


“The new house will afford a pleasant meeting place for persons interested in 
psychical research and desiring to co-operate in the promotion of scientific study 
in this field.” 


The plans to which Mr. Walton here alludes, other than the traditional work of 
the Society on its accustomed lines of research, refer to the proposed activities of 
the New York Section, which operates under the general legislation provided by 
the Society for the control of all sections and which are under the competent juris- 
diction of Mr. Waldemar Kaempffert, chairman of the committee of the Board of 
Trustees, appointed for that purpose. Although they occupy the same building the 
work of the parent society and the local section must always be clearly differen- 
tiated in the minds of the members of the Society. For the present the parent 
society will proceed along its customary lines and whatever else it may do in the 
future will be a subject for the action of the Board of Trustees. 


The change places upon the parent society an additional charge on its limited 
budget which must be provided for. For the present it consists of about two hun- 
dred dollars for moving expenses; fifty dollars monthly increase in rent; and at 
least a thousand dollars a year extra, for administration and maintenance. For the 
balance of this year this means at least an expense of six or seven hundred dollars 
not provided for in the budget. We believe that our members will be glad to make 
a contribution for this purpose and some have already done so. 


_ It should be borne in mind that the New York Section has also incurred a 
similar responsibility. Some of its members have generously underwritten a portion 
of this for a term of three years, but we are very sure that the Section will also be 
most grateful for financial assistance. One of the ways to do this is to join the 
Section. All correspondence relating to this may be addressed to Daniel Day 
Walton, Esq., 20 Nassau Street, New York. Remittances for the parent society 
should be made as before. 


BUSINESS NOTICES 


HOUSE FUND 


Income 


Aug. 23. Miss Irene Putnam 
Dr. George H. Hyslop 
Sept. 10. Mr. Eugene Holt 
13.\ F. E. 


Expenditures 


Rent, 15 Lexington Avenue 

Dismantling office 

Deposit on gas stove 

Labor d 
House supplies 1.00 
Supplies for janitor 14.47 
Cartage on furniture from Mrs. Hack 11.00 
Thos. J. Stewart, moving 225.00 


$491.30 


This leaves the account overdrawn $133.30. These are very homely items, but 
they have to be met, in Psychical Research as everywhere else. We have charged 
the full amount of our share of the rent to this account, because we had to pay rent 
on our old quarters; no tenant having being found during the time we were moving. 
When the place at 23rd Strect is off our hands, the extra rent, chargeable to this 
account, will be about fifty dollars a month. Ultimately the whole of it must be 
taken care of in our regular budget. But in the meantime we are hoping that the 


generosity of our members will relieve us of the necessity for going into debt. At 
present we are entirely free. 





—All contributions intended for the Journal should be addressed to the Editor. 


—All other correspondence should be addressed to the American Society for Pay- 
chical Research, 15 Lexington Avenue, New York. 


—All checks and remittances should be made payable to “Lawson Purdy, Treasurer.” 


—Associates, paying an annual fee of $5.00, receive the monthly Journal. Memben, 
paying an annual fee of $10.00, receive the monthly Journal and the yearly Pro- 
ceedings. The total number of pages for the year is about the same in each; the 


Proceedings contain the longer reports. Inquiries for membership will be greatly 
appreciated. 





